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Missouri Solar Energy Industries Association

For: City of Wildwood Planning & Zoning Committee

From: Jonathan Dolan, MOSEIA, Executive Director
dolan@moseia.com c: 314-540-4400

Subject: Public Hearing Testimony in Opposition to

P.Z. 16-22 Solar Regulations - Visible from Abutting Street

Date: December 5, 2022

Testimony - My name is Jon Dolan and | am the Executive Director of the Missouri Solar Energy
Industries Association (MOSEIA). Our Mission is to strengthen and expand the Missouri solar industry
and establish a sustainable energy future for all Missourians. Since our founding in 2009, we have been
the sector's most ardent and effective voice for solar energy outreach, advocacy, continuing education,
and training.

I come before you tonight to thank you for your service to the Wildwood community and for this
deliberative process of having a public hearing and evaluating your planning and zoning policies
regarding residential rooftop solar systems and installation allowed in the City of Wildwood.

As a former state representative and state senator, just across the river in West St. Charles & Lincoln
County, and as a former longtime resident of Lake St. Louis, | am no stranger to the issues of growth,
reasonable but strong standards in planning & zoning, and what public servants must go through to serve
everyone effectively and establish and maintain community standards and fairness in their execution and
enforcement.

Tonight, that means | am speaking in opposition to moving too far down the spectrum of effectively
prohibiting solar rather than embracing the tight standards and a case by case approach that is more in line
with the community needs for both reasonable aesthetics, renewable energy, and the savings that come
from going solar.

I believe the additional restrictions in the proposal are a bridge too far and biased against a problem that
does not exist. Why? Because your Conditional Use Permitting process can handle the requests more
effectively without banning adjacent streets and instituting rules that make a rear of a property effectively
a front.

Wildwood is known for being smart, forward thinking and promoting values and community standards
that, like their P&Z staff, lead the nation is professionalism, ingenuity, and quality. Therefore, please
don't let the subjective idea of an eyesore, that will not exist if you do it right, and any bias against rooftop
solar stop the many good projects and savings to be a part of the Wildwood homeowner’s at the expense
of the few that may very well need to be considered more deeply and adjusted more carefully.

258 Madelines Park Circle, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109
(314) 540-4400 dolan@moseia.com WWW.moseia.com



mailto:dolan@moseia.com
http://www.moseia.com/
mailto:dolan@moseia.com

M O S E A-"""r

Missouri Solar Energy Industries Association

MOSEIA has worked hard to strike this balance with our reasonable HOA solar restriction prohibition
legislation at the state level. Next year, if I tried to tell a city what to do, that would likely be my
subjective bridge too far. That's why | am respectfully asking you to reconsider how far you are stepping
off this delicate balance beam tonight and encourage you to take more time and be more reasonable in this
homeowner savings, energy, and aesthetics argument.

Thank you for your time, consideration and service.

Suggestions:

1.) Simply put, use the highly detailed and deliberative system you have but live up to the values
Wildwood promotes and the standards it has to not effectively ban something so desired and
necessary on the subjective belief that it is simply an eyesore. Your own citizen testimony seems
to favor and say as much.

2.) With the right reviews and restrictions, solar can be just fine. Pushing it too far, as these changes
do, will leave your citizens unable or unwilling to go through the process at all, and effectively
allow a punitive policy to result in the city making a unilateral decision. Now, your fair review
and the residents rights to consider, manage, and balance the need for energy and aesthetics has a
fighting chance and it is in no way, nor should it be, a rubber stanp.

3.) Please adjudicate these on a case by case basis and use your tiered review and staff approval for a
more effective and timely review of readily compliant projects.

4.) Please do not implement the most stringent parts of the proposed changes as they will prevent
consideration in the first place and promote and/or become a practical and arbitray ban for half of
your cirtizens.

258 Madelines Park Circle, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109
(314) 540-4400 dolan@moseia.com WWW.moseia.com



mailto:dolan@moseia.com
http://www.moseia.com/

