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Missouri Solar Energy Industries Association

For: City of Wildwood, City Council Meeting
From: Jonathan Dolan, Executive Director
Missouri Solar Energy Industries Association (MOSEIA)
Subject: Public Comment in Opposition to P.Z. 16-22 Solar Panels Regulation
Date: May 8, 2023

Comments for the Meeting & Submitted Online through the City of Wildwood Public Comment Portal:

The Missouri Solar Energy Industries Association (MOSEIA), Executive Director, Jonathan Dolan
provides these comments in opposition to the arbitrary, ineffective, and unfair changes set forth in the new
policy (P.Z. 16-22). We absolutely prefer what is currently a very strict, but quite fair, ordinance and
conditional use permitting process, for solar energy systems in the City of Wildwood.

As you may or may not be aware, we provided respectful and thoughtful testimony at the December 5,
2022 P&Z meeting and have had a member company (StraightUp Solar) and various professionals and
citizens comment since that time all expressing opposition to this change. Sadly, none of the advice or
popular support of your own citizens opposing the change has seemed to land with the decision makers,
nor have calls been returned or true engagement occurred.

Regrettably, Mayor Bowlin has taken his opposition to solar, his promotion of disinformation regarding it,
and a decision based on the most "Mayor Karen" approach to homeowner rights and home aesthetics, to
this extreme action against the solar energy sector and the rights of his citizens in the great City of
Wildwood. He seems to have done that by instructing staff to create what amounts to a "de facto ban™ of
solar energy systems throughout the city as the overwhelming majority of which can/will be seen in some
way from the street and thus largely prohibited by the new ordinance. The use and abuse of the definition
of "front facing™ will allow massive denials in an arbitrary manner. The exercise in detailing how the city
will allow integrated systems is unique but wholly unrealistic. Such systems will not be pursued by over
90% of homeowners choosing solar energy due to the cost and it being largely applicable to new versus
current construction and commercial or mansion level home applications versus even the large to medium
sized homes in the great City of Wildwood.

The talk of the lobbying/bullying of P&Z and council members, the fantasy of integrated systems, the
misinformation about solar energy systems and home value is hardball and it happens. Yet, all should see
it as a terrible loss that these issues could not be more fairly dealt with for all parties. What should not be
accepted or abided is the unethical postponement of a decision on approximately nine solar energy system
applications that should be decided under the current rules but seem to set for a decision and rejected by
those you may pass tonight.

As a former state senator from a neighboring, high growth community, I will express now and did so in
previous comments my appreciation for your service.
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Yet, | have also seen enough in my many years of service to my state and nation to know what's going on.
I encourage each of you, especially our newly elected leaders, to vote against or delay a vote on this
unwise and unfair policy that reflects the worst of the process of governing, transparency, and fairness.

As it was with homeowner's rights to REASONABLE campaign signs, flag flying, and satellite dish
services, so it will be with solar energy. With the right type, color, and proper installation of panels, there
is not issue, an adverse impact, and it certainly does NOT reduce home values, or compromise safety.

MOSEIA will, and other groups may, very likely support litigation if brought locally, and we will do so
seeking a REASONABLE policy that Mayor Bowlin has ensured will not come through support of the
matter before you this evening (P.Z. 16-22). Thank you for your time and consideration.

Suggestions for the Meeting & Submitted Online through the City of Wildwood Public Comment
Portal:

-We provided companies to inform you and testimony during the December 5, 2022 public hearing with
Planning & Zoning. The concerns of many citizens, our member companies and MOSEIA seem not too
have been heard or considered in any meaningful manner.

-With respect, we would recommend you not vote on the proposal tonight and/or vote it down and
immediately set a date for a work session or appropriate smaller meetings with those who have testified
against the proposal to ensure they are heard in a free and frank exchange of ideas rather than time limited
and perfunctory testimony that has been provided but maybe not heard or responded to in a meaningful
and fair manner.
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