Homeowners’ Association Solar Bill of Right (HOA Bill)
This bill prohibits homeowners’ associations (HOAs) from banning homeowners from installing
solar on their roofs. HOAs can adopt rules about solar, so long as they do not prevent
installation or impair / restrict the functioning, cost, or efficiency of the solar. The bill will be
coming up for a final vote in the Senate, and we ask that Senators and Representatives vote
yes.
Why is it important?
● Affirms property rights, particularly solar access rights.
● Allows more homeowners to invest in their homes and increase their property value,
save money on electricity bills and contribute to a cleaner environment.
● Avoids costly legal battles where no one wins.
● Supports continued job growth in the solar industry.
Other talking points:
● 28+ states have similar laws, with Indiana passing a similar bill this session.
● The HOA can still make rules about solar, like no ground mounts, panels have to be all
black, etc.
● Many people are basing their ideas about solar on outdated ideas - solar has minimal
impact on aesthetics, unlike how it used to be.
● This is a familiar issue with satellite dishes - the Federal Commerce Commission
eventually ruled that HOAs couldn't restrict installation and use of satellite dishes.
Similarly, satellite dishes originally were large and obstructive, but became less so over
time.
Bill language:
No deed restrictions, covenants, or similar binding agreements running with the land shall limit
or prohibit, or have the effect of limiting or prohibiting, the installation of solar panels or solar
collectors on the rooftop of any property or structure.
A homeowners' association may adopt reasonable rules, subject to any applicable statutes or
ordinances, regarding the placement of solar panels or solar collectors to the extent that those
rules do not prevent the installation of the device, impair the functioning of the device, restrict
the use of the device, or adversely affect the cost or efficiency of the device.
The provisions of this subsection shall apply only with regard to rooftops that are owned,
controlled, and maintained by the owner of the individual property or structure.
Bill Status:
SB820 - Burlison - scheduled for 3rd reading to pass out of Senate, likely 3/24
HB1882 - Haffner, has been referred to committee. Haffner will likely be the House handler if
Burlison’s Senate bill passes and goes to the House.
HB1535 - Ellebracht, has been 2nd read, not referred to committee

Sales & Use Tax Exemption
This bill creates a state and local sales and use tax exemption for solar PV systems and
equipment, so long as systems include smart inverter capacity or battery storage or allow for
utility scale projects greater than 20MW. The language from SB881 has been added to two bills
(SB745 and SB649) that are coming up for a final vote in the Senate, and we ask that Senators
and Representatives vote yes on those bills.
Why is it important?
● Retail electric suppliers already get this tax exemption - the bill would level the playing
field between utilities and solar installers / owners.
● Supports small businesses and job growth in Missouri.
● Helps more homeowners and small businesses access solar bill savings and energy
independence.
● This exemption could amount to 4% or more of the cost of a standard residential project,
likely higher for larger commercial ones.
● Incentivizing private investments in solar help increase the resiliency of the electric grid.
Bill language:
There is hereby specifically exempted from the provisions of sections 144.010 to 144.525 and
from the computation of the tax levied, assessed or payable pursuant to sections 144.010 to
144.525:
All purchases by a Missouri company of solar photovoltaic energy systems and all purchases of
supplies used directly to make improvements to such systems, provided that such systems:
(a)Allow for energy storage;
(b) Include advanced or smart meter inverter capacity; or
(c) Allow for utility scale projects greater than twenty megawatts.
For the purposes of this subdivision, the term "Missouri company" shall mean any corporation or
other business organization that is registered with the secretary of state.
Bill Status:
SB745 - Cierpiot, scheduled for 3rd reading to pass out of Senate
SB649 - Eigel, scheduled for 3rd reading to pass out of Senate
SB881 - Burlison, voted out of committee
HB2637 - Davidson, referred to committee

Community Solar
This bill creates a community solar pilot program in Missouri, which would require each retail
electric provider to run a community solar pilot program. Community solar projects can be built,
owned or operated by a third party entity or the retail electric provider. The Public Service
Commission shall establish the value of the community solar bill credit for each retail electric
supplier.
Community solar would allow Missourians who cannot purchase and install their own solar (i.e.
renters, homeowners who can’t afford the investment or don’t have a roof suitable for solar;
businesses, schools, government entities and nonprofits) to subscribe to a community solar
share and receive bill savings.
Why is it important? .
● Gives thousands more Missourians the opportunity to access solar.
● Grows solar business and jobs in the state; attracts new investment to MO, makes the
energy market more competitive.
● Provides access to electricity bill savings for low income households.
● Creates a more diverse and resilient electric grid.
Bill language: (excerpt)
Each retail electric supplier shall implement a three-year community solar pilot program to run during
calendar years 2023 through 2025. Retail electric suppliers shall allow subscriber administrators and
owners or operators of community solar facilities to recruit customers as subscribers, and shall process
subscribers' bill credits as required by subdivision (8) of subsection 3 of this 75 section. Each retail
electric supplier shall continue operating its community solar pilot program until the total solar electricity
demand from subscribers equals two percent of the retail electric supplier's electricity sales for the
previous year.
Community solar facilities shall be operated as follows:
(1) A community solar facility may be built, owned, or operated by a third party entity under contract with
an owner or operator of a community solar facility or a subscriber administrator…
(2) ...Nothing in this section shall prevent a retail electric supplier from owning or operating a community
solar facility or from acting as a subscriber administrator as part of its own community solar pilot program;
…(4) …The commission shall establish the bill credit value in such a way as to allow for the creation,
financing, accessibility, and operation of community solar facilities and to maximize customer participation
so as to meet the goal of two percent of electricity sales per year as required by subsection 2 of this
section. The commission shall establish an additional bill credit value for subscribers who are low-income
customers in such a way as to ensure that low-income subscribers save money on their retail electric
bills;

Bill Status:
SB824 - White, committee hearing conducted, negotiations underway
HB1536 - Ellebracht, has been 2nd read, not referred to committee
HB2768 - Fogle, has been 2nd read, not referred to committee

Other bills / notes / questions
NM Task Force - how are we approaching this?
● Bills
○ SB763 (Brown, voted out of committee)
○ SB745 (Cierpiot, coming up for 3rd read)
○ SB820 (Burlison, coming up for 3rd read)
○ HB1852 (Knight, 2nd read)
Property Tax Bill
● Bills
○ HB1997 (Haden, heard in committee, likely changing language to task force)
○ HB2167 (Porter, same)
○ SB1014 (Cierpiot, referred to committee)
Groups of 2-3
1-2 minute elevator pitch: who you are, why you’re here, why you’re talking to them (establish
common ground)
Basics of the bills, don’t be too pushy
Bring business cards & handouts
- Need talking points & handouts for each bill
Focus - HOA, Sales & Use Tax, Community Solar
How are we approaching the NM task force bills?
Is Haffner’s HOA bill going to come up first in the House, or the hopefully passed Senate bill?
How do we ask people to advocate for bills when there are multiple with the language in them?
Should you pick one bill to advocate for or do multiple? Include general concerns about solar?
Example pitch:
Hello! My name is Grace Tedder, I’m from St. Louis (or I’m from Senator Roberts’s district) and
I’m here as a member of the Missouri Solar Energy Industries Association for our solar lobby
day. I’d love to chat briefly with you about a few bills that are really important to us.
I’m here today to talk about Senate Bill 824, Senator Bill White’s bill, which establishes
community solar in Missouri. Is this a bill that Senator Roberts has a position on at this point?
Here is a fact sheet about the bill, and I’m happy to share a bit about it.
So SB824 would require all the electric providers to have a community solar pilot program,
meaning that utilities and third party developers can build large solar projects that community
members, businesses, schools, and other energy users can buy subscriptions to. The

customers then receive bill credits to offset their electric bill from the utility, and see electric bill
savings due to the lower cost of solar energy through their subscription.
SB824 is important to me personally because I’m both a renter and I work in the solar industry.
So personally, I can’t install solar and see the environmental and economic benefits because I
don’t own my home, and community solar would allow me to do that. And professionally, the
company I work for does business in both Illinois and Missouri, and I see how community solar
creates investment in IL, along with jobs, and I want that for us here in Missouri. I see
community solar as a way for St. Louisans, and Missourians, to have more control over and
access to lower cost energy, as well as to get good quality jobs and see investment in our
communities.
So we’d like to ask Senator Roberts to vote yes on SB824 when it comes up for vote on the
senate floor. It’s under negotiations right now to clear up some language, but we’re hoping to
see it scheduled for floor consideration soon.
Here’s my business card - feel free to reach out with any questions - and here’s some info on a
couple of other bills we’re asking for support on. Thanks for your time today!

